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REPLY ON NAN-CHAO) CONFELRRACY
I

'

Ina réport entitled "The Nan-chao Confederacy™ appearing in the Ta
Kung Fao, 14 October 1948, an account wae given of frictiicn betwean tribal
hoadnan Tao Ching-pan (Peo-t'u) and Iung Sheng-wn, pudlisher of the

Ein-ning Xuan-ch'a.

On 6 November 1948 a 1,500-word answer was received fram T=o, in which
he ascused lung of fatrioating l1ies end deceiving the publio, and described
him as a deceitful person indulging in covert attack in ar efort to satisty
an old grudge. Ha danlarsd that the native tribes in western Yunnan were
treated with ocomplete equality end denled that : 1ad intenticne of soporating
his tribes from the Thinese Repudlic.

Ta0 algo denied that he had yurchased wespons at aucticn sales at US
quartermaster depots in Myitkyina and Bhamo, Burma. He mtéted that to his
imowledge the only items cold at the depots wers automobiles, machinery,
food and olothing, but not rifles. He invited reporters to verify his
stetement with the Indian and overseas Chinese merchants wh» hsd taken over
tho depots. Teo further demfcd that he had gone to Burme after the war or
bad baen arrested by Myitkyina sutharities, aa indicated in the Xun-ming
Fuan-ch'as crticle.

Chacking on the report that Tao was leading & moveant to establish sn
indepeadent confederacy, reporters corrobarated his declaration that there
vas no basie for such a movement and that tho afm of the tridal leade:s vas
self-govarnment within the Republic, not indepsndence. In his letter, Tao
assurted that he had no latention of creating disturbances. Hs cfferel as
support for his ststement the faoct that the Yumman trides approrved a con-
feareov to be held at Asi-ch'ang in Sstechwan Province, regarding crestion of
a special adminisirative ares for the native tribes of Yunnan, Ssechwan, and
8ikang, vhich was caliled by the chairmen of the Presidont's Ch'umg-ch'ing
headquarters. This news wes cmxrried by the b Jenuary 1948 issue of the
Min-1 JiB-pan, published in ¥rn-ming.
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sk CTED STAT .
. -Reports from séveral querters in Peo-phan, Yunnes. Province; indicste trat SRR
tribel chieftains in the T'eng-ch'ung Hsisn--Lung-ling Heien border ‘arsa have
digpatched agents to Peo-glien and along branch lines of the Yunnan--Burma
Highvay to ralse: troops and borsese. ‘Unermed: men are.given 100 Kang-yusn {a
+-8i1vor currency) retion méney and armed obes: 200 Eang-yuen, Soms repivts
idicate that chieftdine are planning uwjwisings; others, that thes are
congoripling, troops: in obediense to'.orders from the I2th Distriot Specisl
. Office to orgamnizs joint defsnse unite. Reporters belisve the latter explan-
ation to be correct, . i

A chunge’ in policy has also been noted. in trestment of the hesdmen by
provineial wuthorit{es. Newspapers and magesimes ave no longsr allowed to
reveal instances of defects in the 1ea iman system. FPlans to place goverrmwnt
astablishment bureaus in hgisns have .sen suspended. It gleo seems that the
poliocy ‘of iransferving authority ovsr tribes from local chiefs to govermmsnt
offiolala: {a now being reversed.
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